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Welcome

For the [ast ten years or g0 | have been painstakingly irying to
collect Salil's songs, his poems, his shon-storles, his plays, all
his films in video and anything efse | could get hold of, such as
artiches about him, reviews about his music, interdews with him
ele, | met Salilda for the first time in the early E0s and since then
I have been quite fortunate 1o meat him regulacty in India and
ahroad and got 1o know him quite well. To me he wasz an
inspiration,  leacher, a frignd and above all the most talented and
complete music director india had. He wss also & wonderful
perzon to be with. Highly intelligent and & wonderful sense of
hurnous, His music filled my life with joy and made 2 richer,
Salida has left us now but | tend 1o believe that he has just
moved 1o 3 distant address. Seems like | can still communicale
with hirn through his $ongs and feal that he is il around us.
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Salida lefl ug on this very day tweke years ago. It seems only
the ather day that | was talking 1o him Al these years passed by
but his memories are as strong a5 aver. Over the last twebe
years we discoverad aver 45 unpublished Bengali zonge. Most of
these songs were compased in the 40z, a faw as late as the
U0s. Besides these priceless sangs we discovered unpublished 1 Wisitars s
In¥oducton  pews  songs  arlickes  poems  sde el

articies

Salil Chowdhury - The Writer and the Poet

Mot mary people are aware that Salil was an exceptional |
waiter, Even in Bengal, majority of the Bengaloes do not
knoww that he was o witer and a post besides being 2
compozer. When he composed o song in Bengal, he

abmiost abways wrote the byrics. During the 40s and S0s

hiz Bengad songs expressed his anti-cofonial feelings, his i
love for the people of his country and the poor and
oppressed landless peasants. His songs werg 1
revolutionary. After the independence, his lyrics very often
expressed his deep feelings aboul the social inpustics and SRR
the unfaimess present in our socisly, He never wrote the
typical romantic Bengali lyrics which were quite comman

in those days. One of hes close fends was the then

farmous poet Sukamo Bhattyacharya’ Sald set some of

haz poams to music. These ongs, like Runner” and

‘Abaak Prithibi’ have becoms pant of the Sengah cullure

Sall also wrote postry, His posms are quite unusual

the sanse that they are in ane hand quite simpls to resd

and on the cther hand they are very direct and really hit

you In fact, his poems are ike simple dialogs. Ha uses




